The extensive literature on the association of ABO blood groups and leprosy has been reviewed by Salzano (1967) . He listed 27 series and reported an apparent excess of blood group 0 and a lack of B among leprosy patients compared to normal controls. In his list the highest level of significant association was observed in Japanese patients. Among the Japanese workers, Omichi (1928) did not find any association whereas Hasegawa (1937) In an earlier analysis of genetic association in pulmonary tuberculosis (Saha and Banerjee, 1968) the authors could find a significant association only in the case of Chinese patients, and it has been suggested that the question of genetic association may further be complicated by an ethnic factor.
In view of the limited and controversial literature of the association of ABO blood groups in Japanese leprosy patients, we thought it worthwhile to examine the question of ABO association in another Mongolian race, namely the Chinese.
It has been reported that there is a higher incidence of G6PD deficiency among lepers (Kher and Grover, 1969) . We thought it worthwhile to verify this in a Chinese population and also to study the incidence of abnormal haemoglobins in lepers compared to healthy subjects.
Materials and Methods
All the 459 Chinese ward patients of both sexes at the Trafalgar Home, Singapore which is the only leprosarium in the Republic, were investigated for the distribution of ABO blood groups, G6PD deficiency and abnormal haemoglobins. The details of the method have been published elsewhere (Saha and Banerjee, 1968; Saha, 1969 and . The Chinese control series of pulmonary tuberculosis was used as the control series for the present study.
Results and Discussion
The results are presented in the Table, which shows the distribution of ABO blood groups in leprosy patients and in the control group. Saha, Wong, Banerjee, and Wong There was no incidence of abnormal haemoglobins among 459 Chinese subjects investigated. Among healthy Chinese in Singapore there is also a very low frequency of abnormal haemoglobins (Vella, 1962; Saha, 1970) .
Of 300 male patients tested for G6PD deficiency only 5 (1-5%) had G6PD deficiency as against 3-64%
with G6PD deficiency in healthy males (Saha, 1969) . Summary Four hundred and fifty-nine Chinese patients of both sexes suffering from leprosy were investigated for distribution of ABO blood groups, G6PD deficiency, and abnormal haemoglobins. There was no significant association between these genetic markers and leprosy, nor any difference of frequency distribution between lepromatous and non-lepromatous patients. 
